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Aim 
The aim of this session is to present an online learning 
resource developed within a portfolio of research around the 
Congenital Heart Assessment Tool (CHAT). 
Worcester Cathedral
Background – Phase One
• CHAT, is an early warning tool for parents to use at 
home to monitor their infant following the first stage of 
surgery for complex Congenital Heart Disease (CHD)
• It was developed in 2012 and implemented within a 
feasibility Study (phase one) at one specialist centre 
during 2013-2015
• Gaskin K, Barron D and Daniels A (2016) Parents’ preparedness for their infants’ discharge following first-stage 
cardiac surgery: development of a parental early warning tool, Cardiology in the Young, 26(7):1414-1424
• Gaskin KL, Wray J, Barron DJ (2018) Acceptability of a parental early warning tool for parents of infants with 
complex congenital heart disease: a qualitative feasibility study Archives of Disease in Childhood, 103 (9):880-
886
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Phase two
• To evaluate the CHAT in four children’s cardiac 
centres in the UK
• Health Improvement Project during 2017 (Smith et 
al, 2018), resulting in an updated version of the tool 
(CHAT2). 
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Features
· Entirely online
· User friendly, accessible, flexible 
· Video footage to support learning 
· Audio and written format to support different learning styles
· Learn to assess six key symptoms using the CHAT2
· Activities: customise your own learning
· Resources section: guide to other learning resources
· Professional Development Certificate on completion
Demonstrate e-resource 
Learning Outcomes
1. To enable health care professionals (HCP) looking after infants with 
complex congenital heart disease (CHD) to learn about the Congenital 
Heart Assessment Tool [version 2] (CHAT2) and to explore the 
underpinning evidence supporting its development
2. To reflect upon aetiology, epidemiology and incidence of complex 
CHD; the anatomy and pathophysiology of complex CHD and the 
staged surgical approach to enhance own knowledge and 
understanding 
3. To enable HCPs to teach parents about the signs and symptoms of 
clinical deterioration they need to look out for in their infant, between 
stages one and two of surgery
Learning Outcome 4
Enable HCPs to teach parents how to use the Congenital 
Heart Assessment Tool (CHAT2) to identify changes in their 
infant’s condition
Learning Outcome 5
Enable HCPs to use the Congenital Heart Assessment Tool 
(CHAT2) to support decision making about management 
strategies when contacted by parents
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